
INTESTACY FLOW CHART
0203 058 2329  .  info@laurelo.co.uk  .  www.laurelo.co.uk

Your spouse or 
civil partner will 

receive everything

Your spouse 
or civil partner 

will receive:

Do you have 
children?

Do you 
have parents

living?

Everything is 
shared equally 
between your

children*†

YES

YES

YES

Do you have 
siblings?

Everything is 
shared equally 
between your

parents

Do you have 
aunts or uncles?

Everything is 
shared equally 
between your
grandparents

Everything 
passes to 
the crown

Everything 
is shared equally 
between your full 
aunts and uncles† 

then equally between
your half aunts 

and uncles†.

Do you have 
grandparents?

Everything 
is shared equally 
between your full 

siblings†. If there are 
no full siblings† then 

equally between 
your half 
siblings†

Do you have 
children?

NO

NO

NO

NO NO NO NO

Are you 
married or 

in a civil 
partnership?

• Personal possessions;
• the first £322,000

together with interest
on that amount from
the date of death; and

• one half of anyting
that remains

Your children† will receive:
• the other half of anything

that remains

*The term children includes illegitimate and adopted children, but not 
step-children.

† If those relatives were not living at the date of your death but they 
left descendents who are, then those descendents would usually 
inherit the share their parent would have taken had they survived you.

YES YES YES YES



Check if there 
is a Will

If there is no will 
follow intestacy rules

Please note: This diagram provides a general overview of the probate process and is not exhaustive. 
The steps required can vary significantly depending on the size and complexity of the estate. 
For tailored advice, we always recommend speaking with one of our probate experts.

Apply for Probate

Value the estate and
report it to HMRC

Place Statutory notices 
to protect Executors
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Collect the estate
assets ready for 

distribution

Prepare The 
Estate Accounts

Pay off any debts
including utility bills

The Estate may have to 
complete an income and 

capital gains tax return

Distribute the Estate to 
Beneficiaries (includes house 

sale, liquidating assets etc)

9

KEY:
Steps 1-4: Extraction Only
Steps 1-10: Full Administration


